
Southern Guilford High School 

9th Grade Summer Reading 2019-2020 
 

Summer reading is required for all students enrolled in an Honors English course. If you are 
enrolled in a regular English course you may do the summer reading for extra credit. Read the 
information below carefully for your summer reading assignment. 
 

9th Grade: English I - Read the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. Then you can 
choose to either take an assessment the first week of class or write an essay responding to 
one of the two following prompts: 

● Option #1: "Mockingbirds don't do one thing but make music for us to enjoy. They don't 
eat up people's gardens, don't nest in corncribs, they don't do one thing but sing their 
hearts out for us. That's why it's a sin to kill a mockingbird." Provide an example of one 
character in the book who symbolizes a mockingbird. In a five-paragraph essay, show 
how that character symbolizes a mockingbird. To do this, you must first explain what the 
mockingbird symbolizes and which characters most closely relates to those 
characteristics. Make sure to use ample textual evidence to support your claim. 

● Option #2: Atticus tells Jem “I wanted you to see what real courage is, instead of getting 
the idea that courage is a man with a gun in his hand.” In your essay, explain what 
courage means to Atticus and analyze situations in the book where that sort of courage 
is shown. 

 

*Please be aware the test is difficult and many students have forgotten that amount of 
detail by the time class starts. The essay may be easier because it can be written during the 
summer. 

Essay Rubric 
Claim- Introduce a precise, knowledgeable claim that is debatable, narrow and specific. 10 
points 
Organization- Create an organization that logically sequences claim, reasons, and evidence. 10 
points 
Evidence- Supply sufficient relevant evidence from the text to fairly and thoroughly develop 
the claim. 20 points 
Reasoning- Use valid reasoning to explain how the evidence leads to the claim. 20 points 
Conclusion- Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
arguments presented. 20 points 
Conventions- Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 20 points 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Southern Guilford High School 

10th Grade Summer Reading 2019-2020 
 

Summer reading is required for all students enrolled in an Honors English course. If 
you are enrolled in a regular English course you may do the summer reading for 
extra credit. Read the information below carefully for your summer reading 
assignment. 
 

10th Grade: English II - Read the two articles provided on the school’s website 
regarding the nation’s growing high school graduation rates. Write a 2-3 page 
paper discussing the effects of America’s increasing graduation rates across all 
states on student readiness for college. 

Your essay should answer the question: What is the correlation between 
the increasing graduation rate and students’ preparedness for college? Is it 
positive? Negative? Why? Based on this correlation, what should schools 
do? 

Your essay should make a claim that answers this question and support the claim 
with evidence; do not merely summarize the sources. You must use textual 
evidence from both sources provided. You should also include one additional 
outside source from a reputable news/education site. The paper must be typed in 
Times New Roman, 12-pt font. The paper will be submitted to a plagiarism search 
engine to ensure that all work is original. 
 

● http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2015/06/09/412939852/high-school-
graduation-rates-the-good-the-bad-and-the-ambiguous 

 

● http://www.slate.com/blogs/schooled/2015/10/22/high_school_graduati
on_rates_are_rising_and_students_achievement_seems_to.html 
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Southern Guilford High School 

11th Grade Summer Reading 2019-2020 
 

Summer reading is required for all students enrolled in Honors or AP level English courses. If 
you are enrolled in a regular English course you may do the summer reading for extra credit. 
Read the information for the specific assignment for your specific course. 
 

11th Grade:  English III - Read the novel, A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines. You will 
receive an assessment on the novel within the first week of class. 
 

AP Language and Composition: AP English III - AP Language Summer Columnist Project 
This assignment is designed to lead you into the kind of language analysis that will serve you 
well in this class. DUE ON THE 1ST DAY OF SCHOOL REGARDLESS OF WHICH SEMESTER YOU 
HAVE AP LANGUAGE. Late work will be accepted with 25 points off for one week. More than 
one week late and your summer reading work will be a 0 and you will be asked to change 
your schedule. 
 
 

● Select one syndicated columnist (look it up if you don’t know exactly what that is), 
either online or in print publications. Your columnist can be any kind (political, humor, 
sports, etc.) EXCEPT an advice columnist whose columns are put together in letter and 
response form. 

● Read many (at least ten) of your person’s columns so you know his or her style deeply. 
Create an MLA format bibliography (look up “MLA Citations” online) of all the columns 
you read or use the references tab in Microsoft Word. 

● Make hard copies of three columns and annotate them heavily—including questions, 
comments, definitions, rhetorical devices, connections. 

● Write a one-page analysis of the overall style of the columnist. In your analysis be sure 
to explain your columnist’s overall tone, common rhetorical devices, and preferred 
subject matters. 

● Write a column (observe column word limit) on a local or personal issue in the style of 
your columnist. Make it look like the column. 

● Put all of these documents in order in a portfolio called Advanced Placement Language 
Summer Columnist Project. Use a pocket folder, binder, or report cover; do NOT use 
page protectors. Please include this page as the last page of your portfolio. 

● This portfolio will be due on the first day of school in the fall of 2018. If you are 
assigned AP Language for the spring semester, your summer reading is still due on the 
first day of the fall semester. 

 

*Rubric Below* 
 
 
 
 



Rubric: 
AP Language and Composition                                          
Student Name____________________________________________ 
 

Columnist________________________________________________ 
 

 
Bibliography    _____/20 

● Proper MLA format 
● Adequate number of columns to see patterns (minimum of 10) 
              

Annotations   _____/20 
● Three annotated columns 
● Annotations are detailed and insightful 
● Addressing of all required elements of style    

Portfolio  _____/10 
● Professional appearance 

● Title page 

● All required papers are included.    
 

Analysis of Columnist’s Style        _____/25 
● Concrete listing of style elements 
● Level of insight and detail 
● Organization 

● Conventions of writing 

● Proofreading    
 

Your Column in the Columnist’s Style _____/25 
● Success in capturing author’s style 

● Application of style to local or personal issue 

● Conventions of writing 

● Proofreading    
 

Total _____/100 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Southern Guilford High School 

12th Grade Summer Reading 2019-2020 
 

Summer reading is required for all students enrolled in Honors or AP level English courses. If you are 
enrolled in a regular English course you may do the summer reading for extra credit. Read the 
information for the specific book(s) and assignment for your specific course. 
 

12th Grade: English IV - Read the novel, 1984 by George Orwell. You will receive an assessment on 
the novel within the first week of your fall or spring semester class. This assessment has multiple 
choice questions and short answer responses. 
 

AP English Literature & Composition: AP English 12 - Welcome to AP Literature! For your summer 
reading assignment, you will be reading two literature selections and completing a writing assignment 
due the first day of school (even if you are enrolled in the spring, this assignment is still due on the 
first day of the school year). Late submissions will receive a 25 point deduction. If you have any 
questions, feel free to email Mrs. Covington at covington8418@gmail.com. 
 

Part One: How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas Foster 
 

The Foster book contains 26 chapters dedicated to helping literature students analyze fiction and 
poetry on general topics from archetypes to symbolism. While reading this text, take note of the 
elements that he analyzes in his book and the examples that he gives. The detail that he extracts and 
explains from a text is what you should be prepared to do during this course and in the second part of 
this assignment. Below are the list of elements or aspects that Foster mentions in his book by chapter. 
 

● Chapter 1: Journeys, Trips, Quests 
● Chapter 2: Communion, Fellowship, 

Meals 
● Chapter 3: Vampirism, Predatory and 

Self-Serving Behavior 
● Chapter 4: Sonnets 
● Chapter 5: Literary Allusions 
● Chapter 6: Shakespearean Allusions 
● Chapter 7: Bible Allusions/Myths 

throughout Song of Solomon 
● Chapter 8: Fairy Tales and Childhood 

Stories 
● Chapter 9: Greek Myths 
● Chapter 10: Weather 
● Chapter 11: Violence 
● Chapter 12: Symbolism 

● Chapter 13: Politics 
● Chapter 14: Christ Figures 
● Chapter 15: Fleeing/Flying 
● Chapter 16: Sexual Innuendos 
● Chapter 17: Sex Scenes 
● Chapter 18: Rebirth 
● Chapter 19: Geography 
● Chapter 20: Seasons 
● Chapter 21: Scars/Disabilities 
● Chapter 22: Blindness 
● Chapter 23: Heart Disease 
● Chapter 24: Illnesses 
● Chapter 25: Understanding Another 

Viewpoint 
● Chapter 26: Irony

 
 
 

 
Part Two: Literary Analysis 



 

Choose a novel or play  to read and analyze from the list below (most of which you may already be 
familiar with). Be sure to make annotations while you read on various aspects like characterization, 
symbolism, plot, setting, etc. to assist in the written analysis you must construct. In this analysis 
paper, you must comment on how your author uses at least 3 of the elements/aspects that Foster 
mentions in his book. Therefore, you will have to refer to Foster’s book and what he comments about 
the element; then you need to apply what he said to what in your chosen novel/play and make an 
argument as to why the author chose to include those elements, how the elements are significant to 
the story, and what deeper meaning do the elements create for the reader. It will also be helpful to 
draw any connections between yourself and the novel to give you further insight. Your analysis must 
be at least 3 pages typed, double-spaced in Times New Roman, 12 point font only; you must 
properly introduce and conclude your essay. The rubric used to grade this assignment is down below. 
 

Possible Novel/Plays for this Assignment 
 

● To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper Lee 
● The Great Gatsby - F. Scott Fitzgerald 
● Their Eyes Were Watching God - Zora Neale Hurston 
● Things Fall Apart - Chinua Achebe 
● A Raisin in the Sun - Lorraine Hansberry 
● Macbeth - William Shakespeare 
● Purple Hibiscus - Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
● The Crucible - Arthur Miller 
● The Doll’s House - Henrik Ibsen 
● A Streetcar Named Desire - Tennessee Williams 
● Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck 
● Jane Eyre - Charlotte Brontë 

 

Rubric for Summer Reading Literary Analysis Essay 
 

● Format (10 pts) - Double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. Font, 3 typed pages. 
● Focus (10 pts) - Essay discusses the both How to Read Literature Like a Professor and a 

noel/play from the approved list. 
● Content (20 pts each) - Essay explains 3 different elements found in the chosen novel/play, 

mentioning what Foster includes about it in his novel and the significance/deeper meaning the 
reader finds. 

● Grammar/Mechanics (10 pts) - Essay uses proper spelling, grammar and mechanics in 
accordance with standard American English. 

● Structure/Organization (10pts) - Essay has a clear introduction, conclusion, and proper 
support 

 
 


